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General Business Administration 
Degree

• 12 units of Marshall upper division 
electives (MUDE) of coursework 
between levels 300-499 in 
Accounting, Entrepreneurship, 
Business Communication, Data 
Science, Finance, Marketing, 
Management, or Risk Management 

• Provides more flexibility to take 
courses across different areas of 
interest 

Marshall Undergraduate Emphasis

• 12 units of Marshall upper division 
electives of coursework between 
levels 300-499 in specific area of 
interest; Please note: Real Estate 
Finance (16 units), Risk 
Management (16 units), and 
International Relations (24 units and 
12 units of MUDE) are the three 
emphases that are heavier in units

• Provides opportunity to go more in 
depth and gain expertise in one 
specific area of interest

https://students.marshall.usc.edu/current-students/academic-advising/choosing-your-upper-division-business-electives
https://students.marshall.usc.edu/current-students/academic-advising/choosing-your-upper-division-business-electives


Marshall Undergraduate Emphasis

• Part of major curriculum and 
required coursework for Business 
Administration degree

• Allows students to gain expertise in 
one specific area of interest

• Can pursue only one emphasis

Minor

• Allows students to explore 
additional academic interest(s) and 
requires additional coursework 
typically ranging between 18-30 
units

• Minors typically need to be housed 
outside of Marshall unless it is an 
interdisciplinary Marshall minor 

• Can pursue both emphasis and 
minor, if interested

https://students.marshall.usc.edu/current-students/applying-marshall-current-usc-students/marshall-minors


Marshall Undergraduate Emphases Life Cycle

explore emphases through business core courses
and/or gateway courses meet all requirements complete emphasis declaration 

application to declare



Requirements for 
Marshall Undergraduate Emphases Declaration

Sophomore standing (minimum 
of 32 completed units)

One semester in residence at 
USC

Complete gateway course for 
respective emphasis 

Declaration is not automatic – 
must complete emphasis 
declaration application prior to 
last day of class of final semester 



Key Considerations for Marshall 
Undergraduate Emphases

Students can only declare one Marshall undergraduate emphasis

Undergraduate emphasis does not reflect on students’ diploma, 
only reflects on degree progress records (i.e. STARS report)

Requires declaration by completing emphasis declaration 
application



Marshall Undergraduate Emphases 
Resources
• Marshall Undergraduate Advising Emphases Website 
• Emphasis Declaration Application
• Business core courses/gateway course professors 
• Designated faculty elective advisors 
• Spring 2025 Emphases Event – opportunity to connect with faculty

https://students.marshall.usc.edu/current-students/academic-advising/academic-programs/business-emphases
https://usc.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_dn9S2MFv2T8kH9I


Emphases Website 
Walkthrough



https://tinyurl.com/MarshallUndergradEmphases

VISIT ME!



click here to access FAQs – read me!





click to expand and view answers of each FAQ







click “Learn More” for 
additional information 

on each emphasis!





each individual emphasis page will 
include additional information on 

the emphasis, requirements 
(i.e. gateway course), link to 

application, etc. 



gateway course must be 
completed prior to declaration



must complete application to 
declare, declaration isn’t 

automatic!





can reach out to emphasis 
faculty advisor for additional 
questions on specific course 

offerings, industry, etc.



additional resources (recommended 
coursework, faculty slide decks, and 
additional FAQs are also reflected for 

most emphases!



information on undergraduate 
emphases for prospective students

information on undergraduate 
emphases for current students

recommended to utilize this webpage - 
https://tinyurl.com/MarshallUndergradEmphases



Questions? Ask away!
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